The Promise of Pentecost

John 7:37-39 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.'" 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. ESV

Acts 2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

The circus is coming to town.  (Boy, that’s not how you expected this message to start is it!?)  You heard me right, the circus is coming to town.  I know this because four months ago, I received a flier in the mail with the dates on it.  And then a month later I received a thick envelope with ticket prices and “unbelievable deals” on the “greatest show on earth” and it had pictures of elephants and trapezes and motorcycles riding in cages and lions and tigers and bears, oh my!  (I’m again quoting a famous poet and you missed it)  They are going to have shows at night and shows during the day and you can go early and see the clowns and animals and you can buy your tickets online and it’s going to be something else.  I know this because I received a follow up flier after my thick packet reminding me of all of this.  And then the other day I go to check my email and I have two emails showing all of this same stuff and with a link to a website and so I clicked it and looked at all the shows and stuff.  I don’t know if I’m planning to go or not, but as a thirty year old male who has been to the circus dozens of times, I’m pumped about the circus simply because I’ve received a zillion things about it!  

The reason that the advertising people of the circus are so thorough in their propaganda is that they have learned that people instinctively know that the more important an event is, the more coverage and advertising it will have with it.  And the more in advance people are talking about something and describing something, the more important and grand it usually is.  People don’t talk four months ahead of time and receive fliers four months ahead of time for a new Laundromat opening up.  You usually find out at or after the fact when you happen to be driving by.  But for something like the circus to spend hundreds of thousands of dollars and to send out many messages way in advance to alert people to its coming, then we instinctively know that when we show up, this is going to be something worth seeing.  Because of all of the buildup and the time frame involved, we know, this will be something special!  

So let’s talk about the Day of Pentecost that took place in the 2nd chapter of Acts.  With all apologies to the circus, this was the greatest show on earth.  Heaven touched earth in a glorious moment that forever changed the spiritual climate of this world.  And its importance to God and us is forever heralded by the fact that it was not announced four months in advance but how about four thousand years in advance or even more.  Some of you missed the buildup and the messages that it was coming and therefore don’t realize the importance of this event because some preachers today are scared or fearful to preach about it.  Or they have never experienced it for themselves.  Let me help you out.  

________________________________________________________________________

Notice first that our text in Acts 2:1 begins with the statement that the Day of Pentecost had finally arrived.  It took its sweet time getting here.  And throughout the Old Testament there were little hints that it would come and yet it was always the promise of something yet to happen and that had not yet been given.  

Moses led the children of Israel out of Egypt and through the Red Sea where they were separated from their past and then they were engulfed in the cloud of God’s Spirit.  They would travel to Mt. Sinai where the visible presence of God came down upon the mountain.  They would build a Tabernacle where the cloud of God’s Spirit would descend mightily into that building and take up residence there.  Paul, writing to the Corinthian church, thousands of years later told us that the Red Sea was symbolic of water baptism in Jesus’ name which erases our past, and that the engulfing and infilling of the cloud and pillar of fire of God’s Spirit was symbolic of the Spirit baptism like they experienced in Pentecost.  Even in the desert of Moses’ time, God was giving little hints of the great glory that was to come.  

Pentecost means “fifty days” and in the Old Testament was the festival which celebrated the Spirit of God descending upon Mt. Sinai to give the commandments of God to Moses.  This took place exactly fifty days after the Passover.  Moses receiving the commandments was the first Pentecost.  The events of Acts chapter 2, taking place exactly fifty days after the ultimate Passover, Calvary, was the ultimate Pentecost.  There are some striking similarities between the two.  Sinai was a mountain, Jerusalem was built upon a great hill.  At Sinai, fire fell and on Pentecost in Acts 2, fire fell.  At Sinai the wind could be heard rushing upon the mountain, at Pentecost a rushing mighty wind filled the room.  But there are some distinct differences.  At Sinai God spoke to the people, but at Pentecost God spoke through the people.  As Sinai the people were below the mountain, but at Pentecost, they were on top of the hill in an upper room!  At Sinai, the people could not touch the mountain without being slain, but at Pentecost all were invited to partake of the heavenly power as much as they desired!  The law was inscribed on tables of stone at Mt. Sinai!  At Pentecost, the laws of God were inscribed in hearts of flesh.  At Sinai, the cloud of God’s Spirit descended to dwell in a physical temple made of wood and metal.  At Pentecost 120 people had their bodies become the temple of the Holy Spirit as God’s glory cloud descended!  All of the giving of  Moses’ law – they had no way of knowing – and all of the powerful show of God’s glory at Mt. Sinai in Moses’ day was just an advertisement for what was going to happen almost 2,000 years later at Pentecost in Acts chapter 2.  Call it a flier from God of what was to come.  It underscored the coming of something better – the Promise of Pentecost.  

I could take you through Joshua and the Judges and show you little reminders and hints that the Holy Spirit was coming.  Stuff like Gideon’s fleece was a type and shadow of the coming Holy Spirit.  If you don’t know what I’m talking about, ask me later.  Stuff like when Solomon builds His temple and the visible presence of God comes in to take up residence another type and shadow of what will happen to the temple of men’s bodies at Pentecost.  Before that, the ark of the covenant, symbolizing God’s presence, was placed in the house of Obed-edom and God blessed mightily his house while the presence of God dwelt there – another symbol of what would happen when men would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit within them!  We could go back to Moses’ bush – which had a fire burning within it and yet it was not destroyed!  All of this was symbolic of the coming Spirit of God outpouring!  

For the sake of time, though, fast forward to the prophets of the Old Testament and the reminders of the promise of the coming Pentecost become much more frequent.

Isaiah thunders forth that “with stammering lips and another tongue” God would speak to His people and that this experience would be the refreshing bringing spiritual rest (Isaiah 28:11).  

Jeremiah testified about the day that God will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and where He will write the law of God on the hearts of men (Jeremiah 31:31-33).  Ezekiel comes along and gives us the same information and tells us that this will come from His Spirit:

Ezek 39:29 And I will not hide my face anymore from them, when I pour out my Spirit upon the house of Israel, declares the Lord GOD." ESV  

And then comes the prophet Joel who tells us plainly:

Joel 2:28-29 "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 29 Even on the male and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit. ESV     

What was he talking about?  You have to look no further than Simon Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost in Acts chapter 2, Peter said, “this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel!”  Joel was prophesying about the coming Day of outpouring.  The Promise of Pentecost was getting stronger and stronger.  No longer is it illusions or types or shadows, but now God is plainly telling us, “the day is coming when I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh!”  

________________________________________________________________________

I’m leaving scriptures out for the sake of time, but needless to say that the Old Testament is filled with references to the coming of God’s Spirit within mankind.  Fast forward to the New Testament and we are getting closer and the fliers and reminders are coming at a greater pace now.  The “new thing” that God had prophesied is almost here.  “Mary, you are going to have a baby.”  “How can this thing be”  “The Holy Ghost will overshadow you!”  Mary is not the only one who through the work of the Holy Spirit would have Jesus inside of her!  But Jesus later told His disciples, “this Spirit of truth, this comforter, the Holy Spirit, . . . you know Him because He has been with you, but He shall be in you!”  The Holy Ghost is none other than Jesus in Spirit form and go back and read the first chapter of the book of Acts and you will find that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was among the crowd who would receive the Promise.  Mary was overshadowed by the Holy Spirit to put Jesus within her and then she brought Him forth into the world.  But on Pentecost the Holy Spirit came inside of Mary once again putting Jesus back inside, this time to stay!  

Listen to this preacher:  too many people confuse having Jesus with them as having Jesus in them.  Those are two different things.  During Jesus’ ministry, He was with the disciples, but He did not come to live within them until Pentecost.  There is a difference between feeling the presence of God upon you and having the presence of God come live inside of you!  There is a difference between the Spirit of God descend upon you and having the Spirit of God come live within.  Much of Christianity today have Jesus with them and they believe in Him and preach Him and try to walk with Him, but they don’t truly have Him in them because they have not received the gift of the Holy Ghost!  Pentecost is receiving the Spirit of God within you not just feeling Him on the outside!  A preacher can preach with an anointing that rests upon His life, but I want to know:  does He have the Spirit of God within Him!  

Miracles don’t prove that the Holy Spirit is within you -- the Old Testament prophets had the Spirit of God upon them and performed many mighty miracles.  Samson had the Spirit of God come upon Him and had great strength to do great things and judge Israel.  Saul had the Holy Spirit come upon Him and prophesied and preached – go read it.  Just because you have experienced miracles in your life doesn’t mean that you have received the Spirit of God within you.  The disciples walked with God in flesh, and they had the Spirit of God back up their preaching with blinded eyes being opened and deaf ears coming unstopped.  But they did not have the Spirit of God within them until the Day of Pentecost.  

I can prove that to you with scripture.  John the Baptist proclaimed about Jesus:

Matt 3:11 "I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. ESV  

“Jesus,” John the Baptist proclaimed, “would baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”  And when Jesus came along He talked about the Holy Spirit frequently.  He told Nicodemus in the 3rd chapter of John:

John 3:5-8 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." ESV

Nicodemus, you must be born of the Spirit and just as the wind has a sound that accompanies it, so is everyone that is born of the Spirit.  You know John 3:16 by heart because that is the flier that most preachers send you over and over, but you need to realize that John 3:16 is preceded by this passage.  The commandment of Jesus to be born of the water and of the Spirit comes before the promise of everlasting life a few verses later!  

Jesus used water to represent the Holy Spirit to the woman at the well in the next chapter.  He tells her that He has living water that would cause her to never thirst again, but look carefully at the events of that chapter and answer me this question:  where does Jesus ever give her the living water that He spoke of?  He doesn’t because He was speaking of a promise, the Promise of Pentecost, the promise of the Holy Spirit being poured out, but it hadn’t happened yet.  It wouldn’t happen until three years later on the Day of Pentecost.  Nicodemus and the woman at the well were told that they needed something that they could not yet receive.  

Jesus kept the need for the Holy Spirit ever before His disciples during His ministry.  He told them to “receive ye the Holy Ghost.”  They must have been getting a bit restless because He told them one day:

Luke 11:13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" ESV

They were promised the gift of the Spirit but yet they had not yet received it and so we fast forward to the third year of Jesus’ ministry and we come to our other text in the 7th chapter of John.  It is the Feast of Tabernacles and it is time for the drink offering.  For seven days the crowds of Jerusalem have participated in rites and rituals commanded by the Old Testament.  And this is a hungry and thirsty group which comes together on the last day of the feast to witness the final ritual, the pouring of the drink offering.  The crowd gathers together and the priest holds up a golden goblet and the people begin to sing the psalm of Isaiah 12:3:  “with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.”  They didn’t realize that what they were witnessing that day was but a type or shadow of what was to come.  The priests went as they sang to the pool of Siloam and dipped the water and the singing continued as the priest mounted the stairs of the temple and prepared to pour the water into a silver basin on the western side of the altar.  The singing stops and there is absolute silence as the priest tips the goblet and all eyes are fastened in utter reverence as the water is about to fall and it is at this precise moment where we find Jesus interrupting and:

John 7:37-39 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.'" 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. ESV

“My Spirit is the living water that you need to quench your thirst,” Jesus cried!  Jesus took full advantage of the opportunity to tell about the outpouring of life-giving water.  But what was He talking about?  Notice verse 39:  “this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”  The water outpouring represented the coming Spirit of God.  They had believed on Him, but they had not yet received the Spirit of God because Jesus had not been glorified – that is, He had not yet died on the cross, fulfilling law, been buried and risen and ascended into heaven.  Too many people miss the truth in this scripture.  Simply believing in Christ does not mean that you have received the Spirit of God.  “Those who believed in him were to receive.”  One translation put is like this, “should receive.”  You must believe in Christ, but don’t stop there is what Jesus was saying.  You need to press on and receive the gift of the Holy Ghost!  You need the living water!  Another flier!  Another reminder, this one quite a dramatic one!  The Promise of Pentecost was almost here.  

________________________________________________________________________

Jesus dies on the cross and fulfills the Law of Moses.  He is buried and lays in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights.  He – thank God! – rises again!  He appears to His disciples for many days.  And finally comes the time for Him to ascend into heaven.  We are not scripturally in the 1st chapter of Acts.  This is where He ascends.  And listen to His final instructions to His disciples:

Acts 1:4-5 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." ESV

Acts 1:7-8 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." ESV 

Go to Jerusalem and do not depart – in other words, wait – until you are baptized with the Holy Spirit.  It’s coming – it’s not many days from now!  The time is here!  The buildup of four thousand years has come!  The Promise of Pentecost is drawing near.  Remember the Holy Spirit could not come until Jesus Christ was glorified – until He died, was buried, and rose again and ascended into heaven.  Put another way, it was for Pentecost that Jesus Christ died.  Without Calvary, Pentecost was impossible.  Without Pentecost, Calvary was incomplete in His disciples lives.  Wait until you receive this promise, Jesus said.  John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.  The Promise is here – don’t miss it!  

Let’s mark well the lesson of the scripture here.  There were 500 that heard Jesus make that commandment to go and wait and do nothing else until they received the Spirit from on high.  But in the next chapter there were but 120 that obeyed the commandment and received the promise.  380 tried to make it living for God in a way that He had never intended – to come as far as Calvary and Bethany where our Lord promised to come back and ascended but never go to Pentecost to have an upper room, Holy Ghost filled experience.  

Most churches today, unfortunately make the same mistake of the 380.  Most preachers do also.  They lead their congregation down the footsteps of Jesus’ parables and teachings for life and living.  They lead their congregation to Calvary where they repent and weep.  They lead their congregation to the empty tomb where they believe and rejoice.  And they lead their congregation to Bethany to see Jesus ascend into the skies with the promise to return and they get hope and an expectancy from that.  But strangely it is here that they stop.  They take them back to the cross and back to the resurrection every year at Easter but they never lead them into Jerusalem and up the winding stairs to an upper room for the Day of Pentecost.  But just as important as the promise of Jesus’ return at Bethany and just as important as repenting at Calvary is the commandment to wait until you receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit!  Despite all of the build up and all of the hype, they missed the entire point.  The cross was important and we need to go there.  The empty tomb was important and we need to visit there again and again.  We need to be reminded of Bethany and the fact that Christ is coming again and again.  But just as important as all of that is Pentecost and we need not only to experience Pentecost once, but again and again and again.  As often as we visit the cross, we ought to visit Pentecost.  As often as we repent, we ought to let the Spirit of God flow freely within us.  The Promise of Pentecost was here, but they missed it because they ignored Christ’s command to go and receive!  

Let’s climb the stairs today!  Let’s move toward the Promise and see it for ourselves!  Our text told us of what happened when the 120 obeyed the commandments of our Lord:

Acts 2:1-17 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. ESV

I want you to notice where the supernatural stuff came from.  “From heaven.”  The wind came from heaven.  The tongues like as of fire came from heaven.  The speaking in other languages came from heaven.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.  This is no man teaching you some goofy “prayer language,” this is a work of the Spirit of God.  They all got it just like this.  The Bible is very clear, “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  

When it came they began to act as drunk men and when accused Peter did not deny that they were drunk, but just said “they are not drunk as ye suppose” but rather “this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel.”  When people get drunk on earthly drink, they act different.  Some cry and some laugh, some get loud and some get more subdued, some move around and some get still.  No doubt the heavenly drink of the Holy Spirit moved upon each of them differently and some were probably laughing and some were crying and some were dancing and some were sitting.  But all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and all of them began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.  All of them!  The Promise had come and like Isaiah had prophesied it had come with God speaking through His people with stammering lips and another language!    

The wonderful thing about the Promise of Pentecost is that it was not just for Pentecost.  Fast forward to Acts 10 and you will find the story of the man named Cornelius.  Cornelius was a good man and a believer.  The Bible says that he gave alms to the poor and prayed often.  He worshipped God.  He even saw visions of angels.  And one day an angel appeared to him and told him to send for a man named Simon Peter who would “tell you what you need to do.”  

Mark the language of scripture here:  this is a good man, a religious man, a man who believed and a man who was faithful in many religious commandments.  And he talked with angels!  And yet there was something lacking that he “needed to do!”  

When Simon Peter showed up, He began to preach and the scriptures say:

Acts 10:44-48 Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the message. 45 The Jewish believers who came with Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles, too. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter asked, 47 "Can anyone object to their being baptized, now that they have received the Holy Spirit just as we did?" 48 So he gave orders for them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterward Cornelius asked him to stay with them for several days.  NLTse

Notice what Peter said to his friends who were with him:  “they have received the Holy Spirit just as we did!”  How did they know?  Verse 46 tells us plainly, “for they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.”  The same sign that accompanied the infilling of the Spirit of God in the beginning, here years later, accompanied the infilling and baptism of the Holy Spirit of the Gentiles!  And because they had received the same Holy Ghost that the people on the Day of Pentecost had received, Peter ordered them to be baptized the same way:  in the name of Jesus!  Simon Peter had told them on the Day of Pentecost to:

Acts 2:38-39 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself." ESV

And here in Acts chapter 10, God was still calling people and still giving them that promise!  Pentecost was continuing – it was not a one time experience, the promise lived on!  

Fast forward a few more years to the Apostle Paul meeting some disciples of John in Ephesus in the 19th chapter of Acts.  I’m going to read to you from the New Living Translation so that it is easily understood.  The Bible records:

Acts 19:1-6 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the interior regions until he reached Ephesus, on the coast, where he found several believers. 2 "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" he asked them. "No," they replied, "we haven't even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 3 "Then what baptism did you experience?" he asked. And they replied, "The baptism of John." 4 Paul said, "John's baptism called for repentance from sin. But John himself told the people to believe in the one who would come later, meaning Jesus." 5 As soon as they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 Then when Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in other tongues and prophesied. NLTse

They had to get rebaptized because they had not had the name of Jesus called over them.  But notice the first question that Paul asked:  “did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  They were believers in Christ, but obviously just believing does not mean that you have received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Just saying, “I believe in Christ” and genuinely repenting of your sins and even being baptized does not mean that the Spirit of Christ has come inside your life.  If believing means automatically receiving then these men would have already been set.  But they were baptized matching the Apostolic model proclaimed long ago at the Day of Pentecost and then they had a Pentecost experience:  “When Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in other tongues and prophesied.”  Notice the common element between all 120 on the Day of Pentecost and between Cornelius’ household and these men here:  they all received the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues!  Pentecost was continuing!  The Promise of Pentecost was indeed for us today!  

Some preachers and religions spend more time trying to discredit and unemphasize the baptism of the Holy Spirit and I don’t get that sort of thinking.  Why would you want to go to a church and listen to teaching that tries to explain away your need for something that God gave us from heaven and that the entire Bible promises you!?  Why would you want to stop at Calvary or Bethany when the whole point of all of that is Pentecost!  Pentecost doesn’t cheapen Calvary but rather strengthens is and turns the flood lights of understanding on about Calvary!  Why would you want to go to a church or listen to a preacher who is trying to convince you that you don’t need something that Jesus said He wanted to give you?  

“Do I have to have the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking in other tongues?”  What a ridiculous and absurd and weird question!  If I came to you and said, “I have a gift for you – take this and swallow it and once it is inside of you, it will give you power to overcome sin in your life and a joy and rejoicing that depression cannot win.  It will place within you the very Spirit of God that created this universe.  It will cause you one day when Jesus Christ comes back for His church to fly away to meet Him in the air and return to heaven with Him.  It will begin to work in your life along with the Word of God to correct and fix the things in your life that are broken.  It will fulfill that longing and that emptiness of ‘something’s missing’ that’s in your life and give you a purpose of life.  It will lead and guide you into all truth about the things of God.  It will bless you and ensure that all things work out in the end for your favor.  It will mean that God is working within your life to bring about His perfect will.  And it has absolutely no ill side effects!”  You wouldn’t look at me and say, “do I have to?”  People who ask such questions have a very lacking view of what the Holy Spirit is!

You will go to your doctor and he will give this pill and say, “you are very sick and you need to take this, now by the way this does have some possible side effects.”  And you read the small print after you get the prescription filled and it says, “may cause your hair to fall out, your big toe to grow out the end of your shoe, your eyes to become bloodshot and look like teenwolf, your fingernails to turn green, make you extremely irritable and have diarrhea hourly.”  And you know what?  You still take it!  

The experience of Pentecost is a gift from God!  Why are you afraid of negative side effects!  God knows how to give good gifts to His children!  There are no hidden motives with it!  And God has promised it to whosoever will.  Why are you begging for it?  You just need to receive it!  Believe Him and receive the promise!  It will come with the same wind of His presence blowing upon you.  You will feel the fire of the Spirit, but like Moses’ bush, it will not destroy you!  And as the Spirit of God comes in, you will begin to do like all the others who have had the genuine experience of Pentecost have had:  you will begin to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance.  It’s the Promise, the Promise of Pentecost!  It’s not a have to, it’s a get to!  Jesus died on the cross so that you might receive this precious promise – it’s a good thing sent from heaven!  

{End with personal testimony and call to repent and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit} 

